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ANOMALOPUS PLUTG INGRAM, A POORLY
KNOWN SKINK FROM CAPE YORK PENINSULA.
Memoirs of the Quéensland Museum 32(1). 54:- The taxon
Anomalopus pluto Ingram, 1977, a limbless, fossorial skink
was based on a specimen collected at McDonnell crossing,
Cockatoo Ck., | 15km 5 of Bamaga, Cape York Peninsula
(11"33'8, 142°26'E) on 14 July, 1975. Since that time, the
<pecies has been encountered infrequently.

In 1980, an Australian Museum (AM) party collecied 6
specimens on | 6-17 July (AM R94360, McDonaell Ck Cross-
ing, 1 km E of main N/S Peninsuls road, 11°33"S, 142°27°E;
AMRO94361-2, RO4484-5, R112004, 15km E of Heathlands
settlement on Captain Billy CX road, 11745'S, 142°41'E).
Hleven years later, 4 specimens of A. pluto were collected by
officers from the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife
Service (QNPWS).One specimen was collected on 6 Seplem-
her on the road edge during moad reconstruction, ¢.12km E of
Heathlands ranger base (11°40°06"S, 142°45"30"E). Two days
later, & to 10 specimens were uncovered in a 30m” area at Eliot
i (11724'40"S, 142°24"43"E) during earth moving activilies.
0)f these, only the three least damaged specimens were col-
lected. In December 1991, QNPFWS (Far Northern Region)
spproached the Queensland Museum (QM) o assess the Eliot
Cx A. pluto sile, an area of proposed redevelopment. | visited
Ellot Ck on 18 January 1992 but found no A. plute. However,
faur specimens were recorded from 3 other localities: SO0m
W ol Heathlands ranger base (11°43'S, 142" 35'E),
QMI54050 (17 Jan.), 54082 (19 San.); tkm E of Heathlands
ranger base (117 45'S, 142°36'E), QMI54083, 54213 (19
Jun.); Captain Billy Ck voad, 2825 km [rom Heuthluands
ranger base (11°39'S, 142°44°E) (24 Jan.), one sevn bul not
callecled.

Habitats

Ingram (1977) recorded QMIZEZH1 (the holotype) under
leaf litter in & small patch of monsoon forest. AMR94360,
from 1 km E of the type tocaliry, way found under a piece ol
wood on the verge of the rond bordering & 'vine and serub
thicket' (Greer & Cogger, 1985), Rainforest communities al
the type locallty are small, isolated patches on grey loamy
sund, surrounded by tall open forest dominated by Evcalypius
seteoddonte (David Jones, pers. comm.). AMR94361-2,
RO4484-5 and R112004 were found 1n low dense heath on
white sand: one beneath a lignotuber and the others from a
pile of debris beside a track (Greer & Cogger, 1985). The three
QONPWS spacimens from Eliat Ck came from tal)l open forest
of mainly bloodwood, stringy barks, Xanthostemon
xerophylus, acacias, scattered hivistona palms and pandanus,
iranwood with a grassy understory and a moderate scattenng
of shrubs (Mike Provic, pers. comm.). These were within a
few metres of o large werite mound Wn powdery grey Sand.
The fourth QNPWS specimen came from thick heath on
red/yellow powdery sand in Melaleuca viridiflore; Banksiv
deraata, facksonias; acacias and xanthorrhoeas scrub (Mike
Provic, pers. comm.) with abundant large red termite mounds.
QMI54040 and J54082 were collected in 3 stand of epacrid
serub (Lewcopogon sp.), 100m from a smudl slecam, from groy
foamy-sand bencath a small termite ridden Jog which sup-
parted an active termire mound. QMJIS4083, 154213 were in
a similar sitnation but the logs, while tenmite-ridden, did not
support active termite mounds. The specimen from Captain

Billy road was in notophyll vine forest (Duvid JFones, pers.
comm.) on grey loamy-sand, in associstion with a termite-rid-
den log supporting an active termite mound.

Overall, there appears o be no corelation of vegetation
1ypes at collection sites. However, A. pluro has always heen
found in sandy substrates.

Notes

A, pluro 1s known from 15 preserved specimens in the
collections of the QM (5}, AM (6) and QNPWS (4). These are
from 7 localities, all within the Heathlands ares of Cape York
Peninsula. Following Thomas & McDonald's (1989) cias-
sification, McDonald etal. (1991) assigned A. pluto a ranking
of 3K becanse of its limited distribution and the lack of
information. However, A. pluto localities are within a range
of less than 100 km; thus, according to their criteria, @ rank of
2K is comrect While itis impossible to assess abandance of A.
pluro;, the many specimens encountered at Eliot Ck suggests
that it may be commoan in areas of fayourable habitat.

Little information is available on diel, Stomach contents of
QMI54083 contained only termite fragments, not surprising
from the close association between A. plute and active termite
nests at several logalities, Absence of sand particles in the
stomach of QMIS4083 may suggest this specimen had been
feeding on termites within their burrows (E. Dahms, pers,
comm.). Whether A, pluto s o specialist lermite feader or
mare general feeder 15 unknown.

A pluto has an elengate right lung and no right oviduet.
Other bizards that have lost the right oviduct produce a brood
size of one and A, plute should also follow this paltern (Greer,
1984),

Tissues from QMIS4213 are deposited in the Evalutionary
Biology unit, South Australian Museun,

The work was done with a granl from the Royal Gengraphi-
eal Society of Queensland. Kare Couper, Wayne Longmore,
Paul Feenoy, Murtin Coben, Steve Williams and Trevor Me-
Leod assisted in the fizld. Ross Sadlier supplied details of
Auvstralian Muscum specimeny. Duvid Jones, Allen Greer and
Mike Provic gave helpful advice.
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